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called to Sienna by his uncles and put to school under the ablest masters,
who all admired the quickness of his parts and the solidity of his judgment;
but much more his docility, modesty, and virtue. If he chanced to hear
any word the least unbecoming he, by blushing, testified what confusion
it gave him and how much it wounded his very heart; and though he
was otherwise most condescending, civil, and respectful to all, he could
never bear with patience any indecent discourse. For a single word of
that kind he so severely reprimanded a man of quality that it was to him
a warning during the remainder of his life to govern his tongue; and
many years after, hearing Bernardin preach, he was so moved that he
seemed to be drowned in tears. The modesty of the virtuous youth was
a check to the most impudent, and kept them in awe in his presence; in
whatever company, if the conversation was too free, it was dropped when
he appeared and the very loosest rakes would say, " Hush! here comes
Bernardin," as the presence of Cato among the Romans restrained the
lewd libertinism of a festival.1 Nor did the saint behave on these occasions
in such a manner as might render virtue the subject of ridicule, but with
a surprising dignity. Nevertheless, an impure monster had once the
insolence to make an attempt upon his virginal purity and to solicit him
to sin. But the saint, not content to testify his scorn and indignation,
excited the whole troop of his little innocent playfellows against the lewd
villain, who pelted him with clods and stones and made him ashamed
any more to show his face. Bernardin was exceedingly comely and
beautiful; but his known virtue secured him from any further assaults,
and he never ceased to beg of God the grace of purity, particularly through
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. When he had completed
the course of his philosophy he applied himself to the study of civil and
canon law, and afterwards to that of the holy scriptures with such ardour
that he could never from that time relish any other study.

At seventeen years of age he enrolled himself in the confraternity of
our Lady in the hospital of Scala to serve the sick. Here he began with
new vigour to tame his flesh by severe fasts, watchings, hair-shirts, dis-
ciplines, and other austerities; but he applied himself more to the interior
mortification of his will, which rendered him always most mild, sweet,
patient, and affable to everyone. He had served this hospital four years
when, in 1400, a dreadful pestilence which had already made great havoc
in several other parts of Italy, and was increased by the concourse of
pilgrims to the jubilee, reached Sienna, insomuch that twelve, eighteen,
or twenty persons died every day in this hospital, and among others were
carried off almost all the priests, apothecaries, and servants that belonged
to the place. Bernardin therefore persuaded twelve young men to bear
him company in the service of the hospital, expecting heaven for their
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